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Brothers Karamazov is a heteroglossia describes the coexistence of 
distinct varieties within a single ‘language’. The novel also highlights the 
vulnerability of men and women in face of life. The central philosophical 
conflict is the conflict between religious faith and doubt. The main characters 
illustrate the different kinds of behavior that these two positions generate. The 
novel also presents the idea of CRIMINAL PSYCHOLOGY with addition 
of how childhood affects a person’s future and pave his way in which he 
sometime connects his bonds with God and sometime his dejection takes him 
far away from the belief of God’s existence. 

Dostoevsky’s narrative technique has been called polyphonic which 
means ‘many voices’. In the Brothers Karamazov, Dostoevsky tells the story 
through the spoken words and thoughts of his major characters. The story deals 
with the idea that what are the circumstance in which the sons possess grudge 
for their father and even they become ready to kill him. Here we notice the 
sufferings of women that how they become victim of society who rape them 
physically and mentally. 

Fyodor’s wives are bitterly treated by him even he amuses by 
the idea of becoming WIDOWER because he has parasitic nature, who fully 
depends on the property of his wives and even he restores that money solely 
for himself, doesn’t spent a single penny on the future of his sons. 

Katerina rejects by Dimitri when he falls in love Grushenka. 
As for Grushenka’s case is concerned, she is abandoned five years ago by his 
lover who is an officer, this rejection leads her towards prostitution. And the 
love for Grushenka’s seems a vulnerable desire of Dimitri whom he wants to 
achieve by hook or by crook because since his childhood he becomes the 
victim of cruel circumstances those mold him into an emotional figure. 

Faith in the novel refers to the positive, assenting belief in God practiced 
by Zosima and Alyosha, which lends itself to an active love of mankind, 
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kindness, forgiveness, and a devotion to goodness. However, the character of 
Alyosha depicts the goodness and purity, he was the only son who probably 
dealt his father with care and sympathy, and he is a registered monk in 
monastery. 

Doubts refers to the kind of logical skepticism that Ivan practices, who 
pursuing truth through the logical examination of evidence, lends itself to the 
rejection of God, the rejection of conventional notions of morality, a coldness 
toward mankind, and a crippling inner despair. In his poem ‘The Grand 
Inquisitor’, he discusses the problem of evil - the classical problem of 
Christian theology: if God is really all powerful, all knowing and truly loving, 
then why does evil exist? If God could not have prevented evil, then he is not 
all powerful. If evil somehow escape his awareness, then he is not all knowing. 
If he knew, and could do something about it, but chose not to, then how can he 
be considered a loving God? But if God gave us free-will and evil is the result 
of our misuse of that gift, the fault is ours not God’s. In this poem, Christ comes 
back, not at the end of the world, but during the worst days. 

And if Christ comes he will pay the redemption of his own life, how can 
it be possible that someone pay the price of someone’s sins. And if the savior 
comes not at the end of the world but in the worst days of the world and HE 
succeeds to save a little portion of human beings, how can he be called a 
savior when the people of many centuries meet to their death in his waiting and 
in hope that HE will save them but in reality he will save only the few people 
of the world. What will the result of majority’s hope? Will they be abandoned 
by the savior? 

Dostoevsky uses the emotional and mental make-up of the brothers to 
examine aspects of humanity that are present in all people. One son - Ivan, is 
an intellectual who questions everything but comes to no definitive 
conclusions on matters of right and wrong. Another son - Dmitri, is sensual 
and passionate and acts without thinking but nevertheless has moral core that 
sustains his faith. Hence the concept of salvation is also presented through the 
character of Dmitri, his sufferings shows his redemption, his dream to be 
crucified on the cross considers the good sign for him. 
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The third son - Alyosha, strives to love everyone. And owning to his 
good treatment Grushenka realizes the futility of her conducts. His faith is also 
shaken but endures suddenly. Smerdyakov, the illegitimate son of Fyodor, 
seems repulsive contains violence followed by lingering depression and 
desolation. He’s uncommonly unsocial, and his visible emotion is sneer, 
having a prematurely old appearance because of which he looks merely 
unattractive. 

Parental love and negligence towards their children become the cause of 
creating polyphony of heteroglossia aspects in them. The story also deals with 
the concept that how an illegitimate child gets the way of his survival after 
neglecting by paternal love. These are all silent voices which are shown 
through the vulnerability of each character. Every character after facing 
misshape throughout the novel puts a strange but somewhat atheistic question 
especially to God and generally to his or her fellow. 

The hatred of sons toward their father whether they are legitimate of 
illegitimate is basically a reaction which they bore due to the careless and 
selfish action of their father who passed them to the relatives in spite of himself 
looking after them. And this grudging feeling for the father shows the hatred 
toward the FATHER who is SEEING from the HEAVEN, they regard both 
the worldly and heavenly fathers as cruel, careless, and selfish toward their 
children because for them both the fathers maintain their kingdom by skipping 
the rights of their children. 

Ivan seems inactive and silent figure of the novel who manipulates 
Smerdyakov for expressing his suppressed hostility toward his father. There 
we see the relationship between the dialectic of belief, the dialectic of 
enlightenment, and modern representation of words and images. Majority of 
characters tries to run after the Renaissance images by neglecting their self- 
consciousness. 

In the novel we notice that Dimitri and Ivan have evilness in themselves 
but they don’t have courage to practice their evil thoughts, it’s only 
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Smerdyakov who tackles the hidden feelings of Ivan and murderers his father, 
he acts like Edger Ellen Poe’s character of the Tell Tale Heart, because after 
committing murder he cunningly resume the acting of his epilepsy attack. 
Actually his epilepsy attacks show his instable personality because on the one 
hand he plays a sober role in his household and on the other hand he possessed 
a monster in himself since his childhood because in his early age he liked to 
hang cats and gave them a nice burial. He kills his father ruthlessly and later 
on commits suicide by hanging himself is basically a repeated version of his 
childhood activities. 

Another voice of the novel is the voice of MONEY or MATERIALISM 
which the strongest voice because from the beginning till the end of the novel 
all the characters struggle just for the money or better life. Even this money 
stands the father and sons face to face. The struggle for this money becomes 
strangle of Dimitri’s neck at last because he was arrested in the suspicion of 
his own father’s murder and theft of 3000 rubles. 

In short, The Brothers Karamazov has multiple layers of voice 
and interpretations, those deals the dilemmas of a person’s sociological and 
psychological aspects those push him towards the alienation and he imprisoned 
himself in his own cage of mind. Relations doesn’t matter him more because 
it is these relations who create disturbance in his orbit of life and mind. It is 
these relations who crush his feelings at every step of his life and covert a man 
into beast. 


